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Now we are free to debate the future, to envi-
sion the future, to work for the future. And
if we’ll do that, we can achieve it.

Let me just leave you with this last point.
I spent a lot of time in the last year reading
the history of the 19th century, because I came
to realize that, like most Americans, I knew
a fair amount about our founding and what hap-
pened in Philadelphia, I knew a fair amount
about Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War, and
I knew a fair amount about what had happened
from Theodore Roosevelt forward. Most Ameri-
cans don’t know much about what happened
after Andrew Jackson until Abraham Lincoln,
and what happened after Abraham Lincoln until
Teddy Roosevelt—they just don’t.

And what I got out of that study was a more
unified picture of the history of America. And
if you go back to our founding and study the
history of America, I think you’ll see that, at
its best, our progress through time has always
been about three things: widening the circle of
opportunity, deepening the meaning of our free-
dom and our liberty, and strengthening our
Union, our sense of national union.

Thomas Jefferson’s greatest achievements—
well, he wrote the Declaration of Independence.
He changed us from being a colonial country
to a continental country when he bought Lou-
isiana—giving me a chance to become President,
thank you very much—[laughter]—sending
Lewis and Clark on their great expedition.

Abraham Lincoln strengthened the Union and
deepened liberty. But also—a lot of people for-
got about it—he signed the bill in the middle
of the Civil War to establish the system of land
grant colleges, widening the circle of oppor-
tunity.

In the 20th century our party—we haven’t
always been right, as I’ve said, we’ve been wrong
from time to time, and we haven’t always been
up to date, but we have always, from the time
of Woodrow Wilson forward, been in the van-
guard of widening the circle of opportunity,
deepening the meaning of freedom, strength-
ening the Union of the United States. And if
we will do that all year, on the stump, but
also at work, then I believe that the chances
that the American people will say, ‘‘We like
this, and we will elect people who believe this,’’
are quite extraordinary. And you have made it
possible for us to have a chance to do that.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadelphia; dinner
hosts Martin and Diane Weiss; Gwen Holden,
wife of Representative Tim Holden; Joe Hoeffel,
candidate for Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional
District; and Representative Martin Frost, chair-
man, Democratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee.

The President’s Radio Address
February 14, 1998

Good morning. Our most important task in
the coming years is to strengthen America for
the 21st century. Nothing weakens our families
and the fabric of our Nation more than the
use, abuse, and sale of drugs.

Today I want to talk about what we all must
do to protect our children and keep our commu-
nities safe from drugs. I’m very pleased to be
joined by the leader of our antidrug efforts,
General Barry McCaffrey. Let’s begin by recog-
nizing that the fight against drugs must be
waged and won at kitchen tables all across
America. Even the world’s most thorough anti-
drug strategy won’t ever do the job unless all

of us pass on the same clear and simple message
to our children: Drugs are wrong; drugs are
dangerous; and drugs can kill you. That is our
most powerful antidrug strategy.

We’ve had some very encouraging news in
recent months. We’re finding that more and
more of our young people are saying no to
drugs, and we can all take great pride in the
fact that the number of Americans who use
drugs has fallen by one-half since 1979. But
that number is still too large. That’s why I’m
proposing a new 10-year plan to meet one un-
ambiguous goal: We can and must cut drug use
in America by another 50 percent. This plan

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 15:13 Jul 12, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00230 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\PUBPAP\PAP_TXT txed01 PsN: txed01



231

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 17

builds on our strategy of tougher punishment,
better prevention, and more partnerships to shut
down the international drug trade. It proves that
we can balance the budget and win our fight
against drugs.

First, we must keep our children from ever
trying drugs in the first place. We’ll send pre-
vention educators to 6,500 schools nationwide.
Our national youth antidrug media campaign
will ensure that every time our children turn
on the TV, listen to the radio, or surf the Inter-
net they’ll get the powerful message that drugs
destroy lives. Because most young people get
in trouble after school and before their parents
get home, we’ll expand after-school programs
dramatically to help keep our children off the
streets, away from drugs, and out of trouble.

Second, we’ll hire 1,000 more Border Patrol
agents, work closely with neighboring countries,
and use the latest technologies to keep more
drugs from coming into America in the first
place.

Third, we will strengthen law enforcement by
finishing the job of putting 100,000 more com-
munity police on our streets, hiring 100 more
DEA agents to crack down on
methamphetamines, and launching a new effort
against heroin.

And finally, we will stop the revolving door
between drugs and crime by expanding testing
and treatment of prisoners and parolees. Our
prisons simply must not be allowed to become
finishing schools for a life of crime.

A study released by the Justice Department
today confirms that our policy of testing and
treatment is working. It shows that Federal in-
mates who received drug treatment were 73
percent less likely to be re-arrested and 44 per-
cent less likely to test positive for drugs in the
first 6 months after their release than those who
did not receive treatment. Not too long ago,
there were some who said our fight against
drugs and crime was hopelessly lost. Well, crime
has fallen every year for the last 5 years, and
now the tide is turning against drugs.

With this comprehensive strategy, I am con-
fident that we can build a stronger drug-free
America for the 21st century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:20 p.m. on
February 13 at the Wyndham Hotel in Philadel-
phia, PA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
February 14.

Remarks at the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia
February 17, 1998

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
for your remarks and your leadership. Thank
you, Secretary Cohen, for the superb job you
have done here at the Pentagon and on this
most recent, very difficult problem. Thank you,
General Shelton, for being the right person at
the right time. Thank you, General Ralston, and
the members of the Joint Chiefs, General Zinni,
Secretary Albright, Secretary Slater, DCI Tenet,
Mr. Bowles, Mr. Berger. Senator Robb, thank
you for being here, and Congressman Skelton,
thank you very much, and for your years of
service to America and your passionate patriot-
ism, both of you, and to the members of our
Armed Forces and others who work here to
protect our national security.

I have just received a very fine briefing from
our military leadership on the status of our

forces in the Persian Gulf. Before I left the
Pentagon I wanted to talk to you and all those
whom you represent, the men and women of
our military. You, your friends, and your col-
leagues are on the frontlines of this crisis in
Iraq. I want you and I want the American peo-
ple to hear directly from me what is at stake
for America in the Persian Gulf; what we are
doing to protect the peace, the security, the
freedom we cherish; why we have taken the
position we have taken.

I was thinking, as I sat up here on the plat-
form, of the slogan that the First Lady gave
me for her project on the millennium, which
was ‘‘Remembering the past, and imagining the
future.’’ Now, for that project, that means pre-
serving the Star-Spangled Banner and the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Constitution
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